
Easter Sunday Catechesis: Ste Anne’s Parish Family, Salem MA, Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Boston 

 
Christ Our Light, Thanks Be to God! 

 
(On the Third Day, He will Raise Us Up – Hosea 6:2)  

 
Dear Holy People of God,  
 
Happy Easter to you all! Christ is Risen, Alleluia!  
 
On the day of Pentecost, St Peter, the first Bishop of Rome, delivered a homily 
that captured the essence of the Easter faith of the Church: “You killed him, but 
God Raised Him to life” (Acts 23-24). That is the message of Easter: LIFE. God has 
raised Jesus from death to life. And the good news is that because of Jesus’ 
resurrection, you and I are called from life to life. 
 
The Resurrection of Jesus reminds us that the difficulties, pains, brokenness, sin 
and the greatest evil, death, will not have the last word. In the light of the 
Resurrection of Jesus, death, though strong and crushing on this side of things, 
has lost its enduring crushing power.  
 
The Resurrection of Jesus reminds us that the believer does not pass into 
nothingness, but that at death, we enter into a new life with God.  
 
The central symbol of the Easter celebration is the Paschal or Easter Candle. The 
lighting of the Easter Candle begins the solemn celebration of the Easter Vigil. 
The Candle dispels the darkness, offering a ray of light.  
 
There are three significant days that lead to the resurrection, and those three 
days are with us as we go through life: On Friday, the disciples are afraid, 
frightened, disillusioned. Their lives had fallen apart. Jesus whom they had 
thought was going to be the strong messiah dies a shameful death on the cross. 
Friday is the day of fear and pain.  
 
Saturday is the day of uncertainty and confusion. The disciples are unsure of 
what to make of the fact that their Master in whom they had placed their trust, 



was no longer with them. They had lived their lives for over three years centered 
around Jesus. Suddenly, Jesus was no longer there. What will happen to them? 
What does the future hold for them? Saturday is the day of perplexity.  
 
Sunday is the day of new life, joy and freedom. With the Resurrection, they went 
from being powerless to being powerful. They became ready to take on the 
world. Seeing the Risen Christ come back from the dead, there is an utter 
transformation in the lives of the apostles. Sunday is the day of joy and freedom, 
as the disciples see the Risen Christ.   
   
 
We will face the three days repeatedly: Fear, Uncertainty and Freedom/Joy. As 
we live through these days of the Coronavirus, let us be assured that after fear 
and uncertainty comes joy, new life and freedom. Happy Easter, and I love you 
all (Fr Maurice).  
 
 

 


